
BELEM LETT
SMOKE SCREEN 
16 April - 2 May 2020



“Smoke screen is a military term in which the literal use of smoke creates a visual barrier 
obscuring physical information. While in the context of painting, smoke screen refers to an 
obscuring surface layer, hiding previous histories of brush movements.

The works in my exhibition Smoke Screen play with surface and space through layering large 
gestural movements in transparent or opaque paint. There is a duality in these works. Firstly, a 
painting’s ability to act as a physically textural surface existing in our world, and secondly its 
potential to act as a veil or portal to another. The works are built up to a certain extent, so that a 
lot of painterly information is obscured in the end. These layers flatten space while also revealing 
thinly veiled apertures to hidden levels, creating an illusory sense of spaciousness and depth.

Revealing as much as they hide, these works reflect on our interactions with space, colour, 
gesture and movement through the traditional constraints of the rectangular frame. In doing so, 
they create liminal space and reflect upon the ever increasing uncertainty about our place in the 
world.” Belem Lett 2020

Belem Lett is a Sydney based artist former Director of Wellington St Projects 2013-2019. Lett 
graduated with a BFA (hons Class1 ) in 2008 and an MFA in 2012. In 2010 he received the Brett 
Whiteley Travelling Art Scholarship.  In 2011 he held a residency at the Cite Internationale des Arts 
in Paris. He has exhibited Locally, Internationally and participated in Fairs including; Spring 1883 
(Melbourne), Den Fair (Melbourne) and a solo presentation at Sydney Contemporary (Sydney) with Edwina Corlette Gallery. Lett has 
also been a finalist in multiple prizes including: Fishers Ghost art Award (2013, 2015, 2018), NAB emerging Artist award (2014), The 
Sunshine coast art Prize (2016, 2019), The Paddington Art Prize (2016, 2018- Highly Commended), The Chippendale New World Art 
Prize, The Elaine Bermingham National Watercolour Prize (2017- Highly Commended), The Glover Prize (2019), Arthur Guy Memorial 
Prize (2019) & Received the Early career prize in the Hazelhurst work on paper award (2019). Lett’s work is held in public and private 
collections including; Mirvac, Artbank, Crown group, 10 group, Australian Catholic University. Lett is represented by Edwina Corlette 
Gallery (Brisbane).
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Lipid  2020
oil on aluminium composite panel

47 x 39 cm
$3,500



Feeling Yellow  2020
oil on aluminium composite panel

122 x 94 cm
$6,000



Feeling Yellow  2020
oil on aluminium composite panel

122 x 94 cm
$6,000



Sliders  2020
oil on aluminium composite panel

82 x 62 cm
$4,500



Feeling Winey  2020
oil on aluminium composite panel

68 x 51 cm
$4,000



Seti  2020
oil on aluminium composite panel

82 x 62 cm
$4,500



Smoke Screen  2020
oil on aluminium composite panel

122 x 104 cm
$6,500



Mixed Signals  2020
oil on aluminium composite panel

163 x 122 cm
$8,000



Crop Circles  2020
oil on aluminium composite panel

31 x 21 cm
$2,500



Feeling Blue  2020
oil on aluminium composite panel

122 x 94 cm
$6,000



Lust  2020
oil on aluminium composite panel

31 x 21 cm
$2,500



Chem Trails  2020
oil on aluminium composite panel

168 x 122 cm
$8,000



Feeling Brown  2020
oil on aluminium composite panel

82 x 62 cm
$4,500
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